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● Introduction to the Common Core State 
Standards

● Updated Standards-Based Report Card

● PARCC Assessment

Goals



Community Questions 



Common Core Standards 
Overview

● Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) & 
National Governors Association (NGA)



● Solid Evidence
● Clear Focus
● Allows for Local Flexibility, Teacher Judgment
● Goal:  College and Career Readiness

Common = Collaborative 
Core = Focus

Common Core 
Development



Common Core 
Grade Specific Standards

● Define end of the year academic expectations

● Guaranteed and viable curriculum

● Cumulative progression



Common Core 
The ELA Focus

● Read as much non-fiction as fiction
● Learn about the world by reading
● Read more challenging material closely
● Discuss reading using evidence
● Write non-fiction with evidence
● Increase academic vocabulary



Common Core

Math Focus

Focus:  Learn more about fewer, key topics

Coherence:  Build skills within and across grades

Rigor:  Develop speed and accuracy

● Really know it, really do it
● Use it in the real world
● Think fast AND solve problems



Steps taken to Prepare SD81 
for Common Core 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
● Powered and aligned the CCSS from Kindergarten 

through eighth grade
● Created “I Can Statements” which will appear on the 

Report Card
● Analyzed the relationship between CCSS and 

standards based grading and discovered the strong 
correlation



Standards Based Grading 
Research-Based



The Philosophy of 
Standards Based Grading

“By comparing one child’s performance to a clear 
standard, parents, children, and teachers all know 
precisely what is expected. Every time a student 
attempts a task, the performance is compared to 
the standard, not other children’s performances. 
The most important advantages for children and 

families are fairness, clarity, and improved learning.”

-The Leadership & Learning Center



Traditional Report Card

Shows the overall grade given with a generic comment.



Standards-Based
Report Card

“

Shows the overall grade and descriptive “I 
can” statements for each Measurement Topic 

taught.



What is Standards Based Grading?



Steps taken to Prepare SD81 
for Common Core 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

● Organized the CCSS into measurement topics 
which will appear on the Report Card

● Currently designing assessments that align to 
measurement topics and connect to standards 
based grading



A measurement topic refers to a category of knowledge or skills that 
usually extends across several grade levels.  
 ELA Math

Reading Number & Quantity
Questioning, Inference, and Interpretation Multiplying & Dividing Fractions
Themes and Central Ideas Rations & Unit Rate
Story Elements Rational & Irrational Numbers
Connections Exponents & Roots
Word Impact and Use
Academic Vocabulary

Writing Operations & Algebra
Argumentative Addition & Subtraction
Informative / Explanatory Multiplication and Division
Narrative Expressions and Equations
Task, Purpose, and Audience Dependent & Independent Variables
Revise and Edit Slope
Technology Systems fo Equations
Research

Standards Based Grading
Measurement Topics 



A proficiency scale presents knowledge of skills as a continuum of simpler, target and complex 
goals that students can work towards (Marzano, 49).

Standards Based Grading

Proficiency Descriptors 



A proficiency scale presents knowledge of skills as a continuum of simpler, target and 
complex goals that students can work towards (Marzano, 49).

Proficiency Scale

2: Foundational

3: Target

4: Complex

Measurement Topic



Measurement Topic Proficiency Scale: 
3rd Grade Multiplication and Division



Please refer to sample 
assessment and grading form in 

your packet

Sample Assessment and 
Grading Form



Common Core
Reporting Student Progress K-5

Grade for each Measurement Topic Taught



Common Core
Reporting Student Progress 6-8

Overall Grade in Each Subject

& Grade for each Measurement Topic Taught



State Assessment

•The current state assessment, ISAT, will be 
transitioning to the PARCC assessment.

This change will occur during the 2014-2015 
school year. 

2013-2014:  ISAT Test (New cut scores)

2014-2015:  PARCC Assessment



What is PARCC?

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 
College and Careers:

● Made up of 19 states + DC and US Virgin Islands
○ KY and PA are participating states

● Developing common, high-quality math and English language 
arts (ELA) tests for grades  3–11
○ Computer-based and linked to what students need to                                        

know for college and careers
○ For use starting in the 2014–15 school year



Why New Assessments Now?
We have to prepare all students for college or other 

postsecondary opportunities:

● A high school diploma 
isn’t enough in our 21st 
century economy

● Our K–12 system is not 
adequately preparing students 
for college



PARCC Assessments
Higher Expectations



PARCC Assessments Priority Purposes

1. Determine whether students are college- and career-ready or on track.

2. Connect to the Common Core Standards.

3. Measure the full range of student performance, including the performance 
high and low performing students.

4. Provide data during the academic year to inform instruction, interventions 
and professional development.

5. Create innovative 21st Century, technology-based assessments.

6.  Be affordable and sustainable.



Students: Will know if they are on track to graduate ready for 
college/careers

Teachers: Will have access to timely data to guide learning and 
instruction

Parents: Will have clear and timely information about student 
progress

States: Will have valid results that are comparable across borders

How will PARCC be Different?



PARCC Assessments
ELA/Literacy & Mathematics Grades 3-11

❖ After 75 percent of the 
school year

❖ Extended tasks, 
applications of concepts 
and skills

❖ ELA/literacy: Writing 
effectively when 
analyzing text, research 
simulation

❖ Math: Solving multi-step 
problems requiring 
abstract reasoning, 
precision, perseverance 
and strategic use of tools

★ After 90 percent of 
the school year

★ Innovative, short-
answer items

★ ELA/literacy: 
Reading 
comprehension

★ Math: Short items 
that address both 
concepts and skills



Community Questions 


