
Schiller Park District 81 Curriculum Map

Teacherʼs Name: Kacie Karasiak           Year: 2009-2010

Grade Level: 8      Subject: ART    Trimesters 1-3           Building: Lincoln
Tri 1 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Sept UNIT 1: The World of Art 27A
(week 1)
1. How can art teach us about 

history?
2. How can art teach us about 

different cultures?
3. Why do artists create art?
4. How is art controversial?

Students will understand that...
• History is portrayed in art, which 

teaches future generations about 
what happened in the past. 

• Culture is portrayed in art, which 
teaches us about what makes 
cultures unique and different around 
the world.

• Artists create art to express 
themselves, communicate ideas, 
portray human experiences,  
capture beauty in the world, record 
history, and to celebrate cultures.

• Art is controversial because not all 
people can agree on certain issues.  

Students will be able to...
• analyze Dorthea Langeʼs 

photograph, Migrant Mother and 
explain what and how it teaches 
us about history. 

• Analyze van Eyckʼs painting, and 
explain what and how it teaches 
us about culture.

• Study several images and 
describe why each artist created 
that work of art. 

• Describe the term controversy and 
how art can be controversial by 
referencing 2 articles. 

Meet the Artist: 
Dorthea Lange  
Analysis

Meet the Artist: 
James van 
Eyck Analysis

Why artists 
create 
questions.

Controversy in 
art questions. 

Written quiz

Images of 
Migrant Mother 
by Dorthea 
Lange

Giovanni 
Arnolfini and his 
Bride by van 
Eyck

Why artists 
create images

The Umbrellas 
by Christo.

Controversial art 
articles.



Tri 1 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills(Know and be able to) Assessment Resources

Sept
.

UNIT 2: Careers in Art 27A
(week 2)
1.  What are art-related careers?
2. Reasearch topics

job description, education 
background, salary, work 
environment, job 
responsibilities, demand.

Students will understand that..
• There are numerous careers that 

are art related.
• Many of these job require a college 

education and good experience.
• Art related careers pay well but vary 

depending on your experience
•  Most art careers have unique work 

environments
• These careers allow you to explore 

your creativity.  However, it can be 
stressful because of deadlines, and 
competitiveness.

• Students will be able to...
Research the internet to find the 
answers to the questions for the 
project. 

• Explain each research topic
• Explain what makes their career 

choice interesting and important.
• apply what they learned about the 

career and state why they would 
be good at this job. 

Career 
Research 
Project

Presentation

Media Center

List of Art 
Careers

Research topics

Sept
. -
Oct.

UNIT 3: The Elements of Art
25A (week 3 and 4)
1. What are the elements of 

art?
2. How are they used in art 

and design?
3. How do you create the 

elements of art?
4. How are they used in the 

real world?
 

Students will understand that...

*  the elements are used in art, design,   
   and the real world. 
• the elements of art are created to 

organize, communicate, and make 
work more interesting. 

• The elements of art are created by 
first deciding what message, idea, or 
feeling the artist wants to 
communicate. 

• logo designs are made up of the 
elements of art

• Being knowledge of the elements of 
art will guide you into creating 
effective designs.

Students will be able to... 

• List the elements of art
• Identify the elements in logo 

designs
• Describe how the elements were 

used in the designs
• Create a Name Design using the 

elements of art
• Create a logo design using 

specific elements of art 
• Explain how the elements are 

used in our everyday lives. 

Identifications 
of elements in 
works of art. 

Name Design 
Performance 
project using 
the elements of 
art

Elements of art 
quiz

Images of 
popular logo 
designs
adidas, AT&T, 
Apple etc.



Tri 1 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Oct.

Oct.

UNIT 4: Art Media-Drawing 
and Painting 26B (week 5-7)
1. What and why are the 

observational drawing rules  
so important?

2. Why is composition so 
important?

3. What was Georgia OʼKeeffeʼ  
compositions like?

4. What are some 
characteristics of OʼKeeffeʼs 
style?

5. What did she do to change 
the art world?

6. What is stippling and how is 
it created?

7. How is value created by 
stippling?

UNIT 5: Personal Symbolism 
Slab Box using Clay 26A 
(week 8)
1. What are the clay 

construction methods and 
what are the steps of each 
process?

2. What is symbolism?
3. What tools are necessary in 

creating a slab box and what 
is their function?

4. How did you use the 
elements of art in your 
project?

Students will understand that...

• The elements of art are what allows 
artists to create work.  The elements 
are what organizes, communicates, 
and create interest in art.

• Composition is used in all types of 
art.  It helps to create interest and 
can direct the viewer to focus on a 
particular part of the work. 

• OʼKeeffe style was mostly abstract.  
She liked to paint flowers very large 
so the viewers would stop to look at 
them.  She was known for her 
cropped compositions where she 
zoomed up on the flower and 
cropped parts of it off to make them 
abstract and unique.

• Nobody at the time was painting 
flowers like her.  It was a new way of 
seeing. 

Students will understand that...
• Pinch, Coil, and Slab are the 

construction methods we have 
learned.  There are specific steps 
that vary for each one. 

• Symbolism is used in art all the time.  
It is when images represent ideas. 

• the tools necessary to create a slab 
box are correctly measured pieces, 
slip, ruler, kiln, needle tool, double 
loop tool, sponge, felting knives, 
modeling tools.

• they used all the elements of art in 
this project!

•

Students will be able to...

• List the observational drawing 
rules

• Describe the vocabulary words 
that go allow with the rules.

• Explain why each of the rules are 
important. 

• Explain and create compositions
• Determine good from bad 

compositions.
• Describe several characteristics of 

OʼKeeffeʼs work.
• Compare and contrast her work 

from another artist.
• Create a flower painting based on 

OʼKeeffeʼs style.
• Create an expressive hand 

drawing following the 
observational drawing rules while 
applying stipping to demonstrate 
their understanding of value. 

Students will be able to...
• organize all the steps of the slab 

construction method in order.
• Identify all the tools and describe 

their function
• Describe what symbolism is and 

explain the symbolism behind 
their idea for their clay project.

• Apply all the elements of art and 
use the correct technique to 
create their slab box.

Observational 
Drawing Rules 
Practice and 
Questions

OʼKeeffe 
Flower painting

Expressive 
Hand Drawing

Written Quiz

Clay Slab Box 
Performance 
Project

Written Quiz

Images of good 
and bad 
compositions

You Tube Video 
of Georgia 
OʼKeeffe

Images of 
OʼKeeffeʼs 
flowers

Images of 
Expressive 
Hands

Images of clay 
slab box

Pictures of each 
step of the 
process.



Tri 1 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Nov UNIT 6: Famous Artists in Art 
History 27B (week 9-10)
1.  What is Pop Culture and Pop  

Art?
2. Who is Andy Warhol and why 

is he considered a Pop artist?
3. What are some 

characteristics of his work?
4. How did his style impact the 

art world?
5. How did he include society 

and everyday life in his work?
6. What are contrasting colors 

and what effect do they have 
in paintings?

Students will understand that...
• Pop culture is what is considered to 

be popular in our every lives.  Pop 
art is artwork that uses pop culture 
as their subject. 

• Andy Warhol is one of the most 
famous Pop Artists

• He liked to paint celebrities, 
everyday objects, and money, 
anything to do with fame. 

• His style changed the way people 
viewed everyday objects and pop 
culture. 

• Warhol included was highly 
influenced with society and 
everyday life, which was why he 
wanted to portray it in his art.

Students will be able to...
• List examples of pop culture.
• Identify artwork by Andy Warhol
• Describe Warholʼs Pop style and 

explain why he chose to create art 
that way. 

• State several important facts 
about Warholʼs life that influenced 
his art.

• Explain how Warholʼs style 
reflects society and everyday life.

• Identify contrasting colors and 
explain the their effect when used 
together in a painting.  

Andy Warhol 
Questions and 
Identifications

Pop Art 
painting

Warhol You 
Tube Clip

Quiz

Artist Research 
Project in 
Media Center

Story of Andy 
Warhol book

Images of 
Warholʼs work.

Media Center 

Nov UNIT 7 Art Criticism 25B
(week 9-10) to go along with 
Artist Research Project
1. What is a critique?
2. What is an art critic?
3. How do artistic styles 

compare and contrast from 
each other?

4. How do artists use the 
elements of art in their work?

students will understand that...
• A critic is studying and judging 

artwork. 
• An Art critic is someone who 

studies, interprets, and judges art. 
• There are many similarities and 

differences in artistsʼ work .
• All artists use the elements of art, 

but they are used in different and 
similar ways. 

students will be able to...
Identify and describe the artwork of 
the artist that they chose to 
research. 
State several interesting facts about 
their artistʼs life that might have 
impacted their work. 
Compare and contrast their artistʼs 
work from another studentʼs artistʼs 
work in the class. 
Interpret the meaning of the work.
Evaluate and Judge the artwork. 

Initial 
Research 

Compare and 
Contrast 
Questions

Media Center

List of Influential 
artists



Tri 1 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Nov. UNIT 8: Collage Art (week 
11-12) 26B
1. What is collage?
2. What media can you use for 

collage?
3. What ideas or feelings are 

being communicated in 
specific collage examples?

4. What is the surrealist style 
of art and feelings/ ideas 
were these artists trying to 
convey?

5. How do collages use the 
element of space? 
(juxtaposition)

Students will understand that...
• a collage is an artwork made up of 

pieces of 2-D materials pasted onto 
a background.  You can also make 
digital collages

• All types of materials can be used. 
No limits.

• The surrealist artists wanted to 
portrayed dreamlike or bizarre 
images that you wouldnʼt normally 
see. 

• Collages are based solely around 
the element of space because 
where the images are placed in the 
space can created a different 
meaning, message, feeling, or an 
idea. 

Students will be able to...
• Explain what a collage is and what 

materials can be used to create a 
collage. 

• Describe the surrealist style and 
the intent of their work. 

• State the elements of art used in 
particular collages. 

• Explain why space is such an 
important element to consider 
when creating a collage. 

Collage 
questions and 
identifications

Collage 
presentation

Rene Magritte. 
Les Promedades 
dʼEuclide. 1955.

Salvidor Dali. 
The Eye. 1945

Four Armchairs 
in the Sky. 1949

Eggs on the 
plate without a 
plate. 1932



Tri 2 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Nov UNIT 1: The World of Art 27A
(week 1)
1. How can art teach us about 

history?
2. How can art teach us about 

different cultures?
3. Why do artists create art?
4. How is art controversial?

The students will understand that...
• History is portrayed in art, which 

teaches future generations about 
what happened in the past. 

• Culture is portrayed in art, which 
teaches us about what makes 
cultures unique and different around 
the world.

• Artists create art to express 
themselves, communicate ideas, 
portray human experiences,  
capture beauty in the world, record 
history, and to celebrate cultures.

• Art is controversial because not all 
people can agree on certain issues.  

The students will be able to...
• analyze Dorthea Langeʼs 

photograph, Migrant Mother and 
explain what and how it teaches 
us about history. 

• Analyze van Eyckʼs painting, and 
explain what and how it teaches 
us about culture.

• Study several images and 
describe why each artist created 
that work of art. 

• Describe the term controversy and 
how art can be controversial by 
referencing 2 articles. 

Meet the Artist: 
Dorthea Lange  
Analysis

Meet the Artist: 
James van 
Eyck Analysis

Why artists 
create 
questions.

Controversy in 
art questions. 

Written quiz

Images of 
Migrant Mother 
by Dorthea 
Lange

Giovanni 
Arnolfini and his 
Bride by van 
Eyck

Why artists 
create images

The Umbrellas 
by Christo.

Controversial art 
articles.



Tri 2 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills(Know and be able to) Assessment Resources

Dec. UNIT 2: Careers in Art 27A
(week 2)
1.  What are art-related careers?
2. Reasearch topics

job description, education 
background, salary, work 
environment, job 
responsibilities, demand.

Students will understand that..
• There are numerous careers that 

are art related.
• Many of these job require a college 

education and good experience.
• Art related careers pay well but vary 

depending on your experience
•  Most art careers have unique work 

environments
• These careers allow you to explore 

your creativity.  However, it can be 
stressful because of deadlines, and 
competitiveness.

• Students will be able to...
Research the internet to find the 
answers to the questions for the 
project. 

• Explain each research topic
• Explain what makes their career 

choice interesting and important.
• apply what they learned about the 

career and state why they would 
be good at this job. 

Career 
Research 
Project

Presentation

Media Center

List of Art 
Careers

Research topics

Dec. UNIT 3: The Elements of Art
25A (week 3 and 4)
1. What are the elements of 

art?
2. How are they used in art 

and design?
3. How do you create the 

elements of art?
4. How are they used in the 

real world?
 

Students will understand that...

*  the elements are used in art, design,   
   and the real world. 
• the elements of art are created to 

organize, communicate, and make 
work more interesting. 

• The elements of art are created by 
first deciding what message, idea, or 
feeling the artist wants to 
communicate. 

• logo designs are made up of the 
elements of art

• Being knowledge of the elements of 
art will guide you into creating 
effective designs.

Students will be able to... 

• List the elements of art
• Identify the elements in logo 

designs
• Describe how the elements were 

used in the designs
• Create a Name Design using the 

elements of art
• Create a logo design using 

specific elements of art 
• Explain how the elements are 

used in our everyday lives. 

Identifications 
of elements in 
works of art. 

Name Design 
Performance 
project using 
the elements of 
art

Elements of art 
quiz

Images of 
popular logo 
designs
adidas, AT&T, 
Apple etc.



Tri 2 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Jan

Jan.

UNIT 4: Art Media-Drawing 
and Painting 26B (week 5-7)
1. What and why are the 

observational drawing rules  
so important?

2. Why is composition so 
important?

3. What was Georgia OʼKeeffeʼ  
compositions like?

4. What are some 
characteristics of OʼKeeffeʼs 
style?

5. What did she do to change 
the art world?

6. What is stippling and how is 
it created?

7. How is value created by 
stippling?

UNIT 5: Personal Symbolism 
Slab Box using Clay 26A 
(week 8)
1. What are the clay 

construction methods and 
what are the steps of each 
process?

2. What is symbolism?
3. What tools are necessary in 

creating a slab box and what 
is their function?

4. How did you use the 
elements of art in your 
project?

Students will understand that...

• The elements of art are what allows 
artists to create work.  The elements 
are what organizes, communicates, 
and create interest in art.

• Composition is used in all types of 
art.  It helps to create interest and 
can direct the viewer to focus on a 
particular part of the work. 

• OʼKeeffe style was mostly abstract.  
She liked to paint flowers very large 
so the viewers would stop to look at 
them.  She was known for her 
cropped compositions where she 
zoomed up on the flower and 
cropped parts of it off to make them 
abstract and unique.

• Nobody at the time was painting 
flowers like her.  It was a new way of 
seeing. 

Students will understand that...
• Pinch, Coil, and Slab are the 

construction methods we have 
learned.  There are specific steps 
that vary for each one. 

• Symbolism is used in art all the time.  
It is when images represent ideas. 

• the tools necessary to create a slab 
box are correctly measured pieces, 
slip, ruler, kiln, needle tool, double 
loop tool, sponge, felting knives, 
modeling tools.

• they used all the elements of art in 
this project!

•

Students will be able to...

• List the observational drawing 
rules

• Describe the vocabulary words 
that go allow with the rules.

• Explain why each of the rules are 
important. 

• Explain and create compositions
• Determine good from bad 

compositions.
• Describe several characteristics of 

OʼKeeffeʼs work.
• Compare and contrast her work 

from another artist.
• Create a flower painting based on 

OʼKeeffeʼs style.
• Create an expressive hand 

drawing following the 
observational drawing rules while 
applying stipping to demonstrate 
their understanding of value. 

Students will be able to...
• organize all the steps of the slab 

construction method in order.
• Identify all the tools and describe 

their function
• Describe what symbolism is and 

explain the symbolism behind 
their idea for their clay project.

• Apply all the elements of art and 
use the correct technique to 
create their slab box.

Observational 
Drawing Rules 
Practice and 
Questions

OʼKeeffe 
Flower painting

Expressive 
Hand Drawing

Written Quiz

Clay Slab Box 
Performance 
Project

Written Quiz

Images of good 
and bad 
compositions

You Tube Video 
of Georgia 
OʼKeeffe

Images of 
OʼKeeffeʼs 
flowers

Images of 
Expressive 
Hands

Images of clay 
slab box

Pictures of each 
step of the 
process.



Tri 2 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Feb. UNIT 6: Famous Artists in Art 
History 27B (week 9-10)
1.  What is Pop Culture and Pop  

Art?
2. Who is Andy Warhol and why 

is he considered a Pop artist?
3. What are some 

characteristics of his work?
4. How did his style impact the 

art world?
5. How did he include society 

and everyday life in his work?
6. What are contrasting colors 

and what effect do they have 
in paintings?

Students will understand that...
• Pop culture is what is considered to 

be popular in our every lives.  Pop 
art is artwork that uses pop culture 
as their subject. 

• Andy Warhol is one of the most 
famous Pop Artists

• He liked to paint celebrities, 
everyday objects, and money, 
anything to do with fame. 

• His style changed the way people 
viewed everyday objects and pop 
culture. 

• Warhol included was highly 
influenced with society and 
everyday life, which was why he 
wanted to portray it in his art.

Students will be able to...
• List examples of pop culture.
• Identify artwork by Andy Warhol
• Describe Warholʼs Pop style and 

explain why he chose to create art 
that way. 

• State several important facts 
about Warholʼs life that influenced 
his art.

• Explain how Warholʼs style 
reflects society and everyday life.

• Identify contrasting colors and 
explain the their effect when used 
together in a painting.  

Andy Warhol 
Questions and 
Identifications

Pop Art 
painting

Warhol You 
Tube Clip

Quiz

Artist Research 
Project in 
Media Center

Story of Andy 
Warhol book

Images of 
Warholʼs work.

Media Center 

Feb. UNIT 7 Art Criticism 25B
(week 9-10) to go along with 
Artist Research Project
1. What is a critique?
2. What is an art critic?
3. How do artistic styles 

compare and contrast from 
each other?

4. How do artists use the 
elements of art in their work?

Students will understand that...
• A critic is studying and judging 

artwork. 
• An Art critic is someone who 

studies, interprets, and judges art. 
• There are many similarities and 

differences in artistsʼ work .
• All artists use the elements of art, 

but they are used in different and 
similar ways. 

Students will be able to...
• Identify and describe the artwork 

of the artist that they chose to 
research. 

• State several interesting facts 
about their artistʼs life that might 
have impacted their work. 

• Compare and contrast their artistʼs 
work from another studentʼs 
artistʼs work in the class. 

• Interpret the meaning of the work.
• Evaluate and Judge the artwork. 

Initial 
Research 

Compare and 
Contrast 
Questions

Media Center

List of Influential 
artists



Tri 2 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Feb. UNIT 8: Collage Art
 (week 11-12) 26B

1. What is collage?
2. What media can you use for 

collage?
3. What ideas or feelings are 

being communicated in 
specific collage examples?

4. What is the surrealist style 
of art and feelings/ ideas 
were these artists trying to 
convey?

5. How do collages use the 
element of space? 
(juxtaposition)

Students will understand that...

• a collage is an artwork made up of 
pieces of 2-D materials pasted onto 
a background.  You can also make 
digital collages

• All types of materials can be used. 
No limits.

• The surrealist artists wanted to 
portrayed dreamlike or bizarre 
images that you wouldnʼt normally 
see. 

• Collages are based solely around 
the element of space because 
where the images are placed in the 
space can created a different 
meaning, message, feeling, or an 
idea. 

Students will be able to...

• Explain what a collage is and what 
materials can be used to create a 
collage. 

• Describe the surrealist style and 
the intent of their work. 

• State the elements of art used in 
particular collages. 

• Explain why space is such an 
important element to consider 
when creating a collage. 

Collage 
questions and 
identifications

Collage 
presentation

Rene Magritte. 
Les Promedades 
dʼEuclide. 1955.

Salvidor Dali. 
The Eye. 1945

Four Armchairs 
in the Sky. 1949

Eggs on the 
plate without a 
plate. 1932



Tri 3 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

Marc
h

UNIT 1: The World of Art 27A
(week 1)
1. How can art teach us about 

history?
2. How can art teach us about 

different cultures?
3. Why do artists create art?
4. How is art controversial?

Students will understand that...
• History is portrayed in art, which 

teaches future generations about 
what happened in the past. 

• Culture is portrayed in art, which 
teaches us about what makes 
cultures unique and different around 
the world.

• Artists create art to express 
themselves, communicate ideas, 
portray human experiences,  
capture beauty in the world, record 
history, and to celebrate cultures.

• Art is controversial because not all 
people can agree on certain issues.  

Students will be able to...
• analyze Dorthea Langeʼs 

photograph, Migrant Mother and 
explain what and how it teaches 
us about history. 

• Analyze van Eyckʼs painting, and 
explain what and how it teaches 
us about culture.

• Study several images and 
describe why each artist created 
that work of art. 

• Describe the term controversy and 
how art can be controversial by 
referencing 2 articles. 

Meet the Artist: 
Dorthea Lange  
Analysis

Meet the Artist: 
James van 
Eyck Analysis

Why artists 
create 
questions.

Controversy in 
art questions. 

Written quiz

Images of 
Migrant Mother 
by Dorthea 
Lange

Giovanni 
Arnolfini and his 
Bride by van 
Eyck

Why artists 
create images

The Umbrellas 
by Christo.

Controversial art 
articles.



Tri 3 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills(Know and be able to) Assessment Resources

Marc
h

UNIT 2: Careers in Art 27A
(week 2)
1.  What are art-related careers?
2. Reasearch topics

job description, education 
background, salary, work 
environment, job 
responsibilities, demand.

Students will understand that..
• There are numerous careers that 

are art related.
• Many of these job require a college 

education and good experience.
• Art related careers pay well but vary 

depending on your experience
•  Most art careers have unique work 

environments
• These careers allow you to explore 

your creativity.  However, it can be 
stressful because of deadlines, and 
competitiveness.

• Students will be able to...
Research the internet to find the 
answers to the questions for the 
project. 

• Explain each research topic
• Explain what makes their career 

choice interesting and important.
• apply what they learned about the 

career and state why they would 
be good at this job. 

Career 
Research 
Project

Presentation

Media Center

List of Art 
Careers

Research topics

Marc
h

UNIT 3: The Elements of Art
25A (week 3 and 4)
1. What are the elements of 

art?
2. How are they used in art 

and design?
3. How do you create the 

elements of art?
4. How are they used in the 

real world?
 

Students will understand that...

*  the elements are used in art, design,   
   and the real world. 
• the elements of art are created to 

organize, communicate, and make 
work more interesting. 

• The elements of art are created by 
first deciding what message, idea, or 
feeling the artist wants to 
communicate. 

• logo designs are made up of the 
elements of art

• Being knowledge of the elements of 
art will guide you into creating 
effective designs.

Students will be able to... 

• List the elements of art
• Identify the elements in logo 

designs
• Describe how the elements were 

used in the designs
• Create a Name Design using the 

elements of art
• Create a logo design using 

specific elements of art 
• Explain how the elements are 

used in our everyday lives. 

Identifications 
of elements in 
works of art. 

Name Design 
Performance 
project using 
the elements of 
art

Elements of art 
quiz

Images of 
popular logo 
designs
adidas, AT&T, 
Apple etc.



Tri 3 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

April

April

UNIT 4: Art Media-Drawing 
and Painting 26B (week 5-7)
1. What and why are the 

observational drawing rules  
so important?

2. Why is composition so 
important?

3. What was Georgia OʼKeeffeʼ  
compositions like?

4. What are some 
characteristics of OʼKeeffeʼs 
style?

5. What did she do to change 
the art world?

6. What is stippling and how is 
it created?

7. How is value created by 
stippling?

UNIT 5: Personal Symbolism 
Slab Box using Clay 26A 
(week 8)
1. What are the clay 

construction methods and 
what are the steps of each 
process?

2. What is symbolism?
3. What tools are necessary in 

creating a slab box and what 
is their function?

4. How did you use the 
elements of art in your 
project?

Students will understand that...

• The elements of art are what allows 
artists to create work.  The elements 
are what organizes, communicates, 
and create interest in art.

• Composition is used in all types of 
art.  It helps to create interest and 
can direct the viewer to focus on a 
particular part of the work. 

• OʼKeeffe style was mostly abstract.  
She liked to paint flowers very large 
so the viewers would stop to look at 
them.  She was known for her 
cropped compositions where she 
zoomed up on the flower and 
cropped parts of it off to make them 
abstract and unique.

• Nobody at the time was painting 
flowers like her.  It was a new way of 
seeing. 

Students will understand that...
• Pinch, Coil, and Slab are the 

construction methods we have 
learned.  There are specific steps 
that vary for each one. 

• Symbolism is used in art all the time.  
It is when images represent ideas. 

• the tools necessary to create a slab 
box are correctly measured pieces, 
slip, ruler, kiln, needle tool, double 
loop tool, sponge, felting knives, 
modeling tools.

• they used all the elements of art in 
this project!

•

Students will be able to...

• List the observational drawing 
rules

• Describe the vocabulary words 
that go allow with the rules.

• Explain why each of the rules are 
important. 

• Explain and create compositions
• Determine good from bad 

compositions.
• Describe several characteristics of 

OʼKeeffeʼs work.
• Compare and contrast her work 

from another artist.
• Create a flower painting based on 

OʼKeeffeʼs style.
• Create an expressive hand 

drawing following the 
observational drawing rules while 
applying stipping to demonstrate 
their understanding of value. 

Students will be able to...
• organize all the steps of the slab 

construction method in order.
• Identify all the tools and describe 

their function
• Describe what symbolism is and 

explain the symbolism behind 
their idea for their clay project.

• Apply all the elements of art and 
use the correct technique to 
create their slab box.

Observational 
Drawing Rules 
Practice and 
Questions

OʼKeeffe 
Flower painting

Expressive 
Hand Drawing

Written Quiz

Clay Slab Box 
Performance 
Project

Written Quiz

Images of good 
and bad 
compositions

You Tube Video 
of Georgia 
OʼKeeffe

Images of 
OʼKeeffeʼs 
flowers

Images of 
Expressive 
Hands

Images of clay 
slab box

Pictures of each 
step of the 
process.



Tri 3 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

May UNIT 6: Famous Artists in Art 
History 27B (week 9-10)
1.  What is Pop Culture and Pop  

Art?
2. Who is Andy Warhol and why 

is he considered a Pop artist?
3. What are some 

characteristics of his work?
4. How were people able to 

connect to his work?
5. How did he include society 

and everyday life in his work?
6. What are contrasting colors 

and what effect do they have 
in paintings?

Students will understand that...
• Pop culture is what is considered to 

be popular in our every lives.  Pop 
art is artwork that uses pop culture 
as their subject. 

• Andy Warhol is one of the most 
famous Pop Artists

• He liked to paint celebrities, 
everyday objects, and money, 
anything to do with fame. 

• His style changed the way people 
viewed everyday objects and pop 
culture. 

• Warhol included was highly 
influenced with society and 
everyday life, which was why he 
wanted to portray it in his art.

Students will be able to...
• List examples of pop culture.
• Identify artwork by Andy Warhol
• Describe Warholʼs Pop style and 

explain why he chose to create art 
that way. 

• State several important facts 
about Warholʼs life that influenced 
his art.

• Explain how Warholʼs style 
reflects society and everyday life.

• Identify contrasting colors and 
explain the their effect when used 
together in a painting.  

Andy Warhol 
Questions and 
Identifications

Pop Art 
painting

Warhol You 
Tube Clip

Quiz

Artist Research 
Project in 
Media Center

Story of Andy 
Warhol book

Images of 
Warholʼs work.

Media Center 

May UNIT 7 Art Criticism 25B
(week 9-10) to go along with 
Artist Research Project
1. What is a critique?
2. What is an art critic?
3. How do artistic styles 

compare and contrast from 
each other?

4. How do artists use the 
elements of art in their work?

Students will understand that...
• A critic is studying and judging 

artwork. 
• An Art critic is someone who 

studies, interprets, and judges art. 
• There are many similarities and 

differences in artistsʼ work .
• All artists use the elements of art, 

but they are used in different and 
similar ways. 

Students will be able to...
• Identify and describe the artwork 

of the artist that they chose to 
research. 

• State several interesting facts 
about their artistʼs life that might 
have impacted their work. 

• Compare and contrast their artistʼs 
work from another studentʼs 
artistʼs work in the class. 

• Interpret the meaning of the work.
• Evaluate and Judge the artwork. 

Initial 
Research 

Compare and 
Contrast 
Questions

Media Center

List of Influential 
artists



Tri 3 Essential Questions Content (Understandings) Skills (Know and Able to do) Assessment Resources

May-
June 

UNIT 8: Collage Art 
(week 11-12) 26B

1. What is collage?
2. What media can you use for 

collage?
3. What ideas or feelings are 

being communicated in 
specific collage examples?

4. What is the surrealist style 
of art and feelings/ ideas 
were these artists trying to 
convey?

5. How do collages use the 
element of space? 
(juxtaposition)

Students will understand that...

• a collage is an artwork made up of 
pieces of 2-D materials pasted onto 
a background.  You can also make 
digital collages

• All types of materials can be used. 
No limits.

• The surrealist artists wanted to 
portrayed dreamlike or bizarre 
images that you wouldnʼt normally 
see. 

• Collages are based solely around 
the element of space because 
where the images are placed in the 
space can created a different 
meaning, message, feeling, or an 
idea. 

Students will be able to...

• Explain what a collage is and what 
materials can be used to create a 
collage. 

• Describe the surrealist style and 
the intent of their work. 

• State the elements of art used in 
particular collages. 

• Explain why space is such an 
important element to consider 
when creating a collage. 

Collage 
questions and 
identifications

Collage 
presentation

Rene Magritte. 
Les Promedades 
dʼEuclide. 1955.

Salvidor Dali. 
The Eye. 1945

Four Armchairs 
in the Sky. 1949

Eggs on the 
plate without a 
plate. 1932


